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inherent in the occupation; the amount and kind of preparation required; 
other requirements; the income; and the effect on the worker. The bibliog- 
raphy is classified both by occupational divisions and by single occupations, 
making a convenient source of ready reference. Teachers of vocations and 
vocational counselors should certainly have access to the volume. 



A new high-school civics. — In the long list of civics texts for high schools 
one finds few which approach the subject from a standpoint of responsible 
citizenship. The modern high-school pupil needs to realize more than ever 
before that he plays a vital part in the life of the community. This new 
and wide interpretation of the duties and activities of the citizen in com- 
munity life is presented, in a text 1 written for high-school students. 

One of the by-products of the world-war is the new emphasis that is being 
placed on the methods of teaching the science of government. The whole 
nation realizes the fact that the most important task of the teacher is the 
making of citizens. "The teaching of the mechanics of government is not 
enough; the children must learn how people live together in communities 
and how they may best share in the activities arising from this life together" 
(P- v). 

The book has grown out of actual attempts to teach high-school pupils 
something of the responsibilities of citizenship and follows the general plan 
of the Bulletin on Community Civics issued by the United States Bureau of 
Education. The material in the text is presented in such a fashion that it 
aims to teach and develop patriotism through concrete examples. The 
questions and problems at the end of each chapter are, in most cases, those 
which have been raised in the classroom. "Nothing has been included in the 
text that has not worked." 

The illustrations are quite well placed and have the added value of state- 
ments under each caption which provoke thought and comparison between 
the pictures and the printed page. In organization, the book ranges from 
the larger aspects of home and community life to a brief and specific charac- 
terization of the machinery of government. The major portion of the material 
is arranged in teachable units and will give the teacher considerable latitude 
in its use. 

Sex education. — The unrelated and somewhat sporadic attempts which 
many schools and colleges have made to carry on education relative to matters 
of sex have emphasized the need for a thoroughgoing effort to find the scientific 
and most practical means of doing such educational work. In order to for- 
mulate a comprehensive program, the International Committee of the Young 
Men's Christian Association recently called a special conference of recognized 
leaders from the fields of education, medicine, biology, psychology, and soci- 

1 Edgar W. Ames and Arvie Eldred, Community Civics. New York: Mac- 
millan Co., 1921. Pp. xiv+387. 
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ology. After a series of three meetings the conference issued a report which 
is now being circulated for criticism, the purpose being to make a further 
revision on the basis of the comments received. This report 1 gives a brief 
but comprehensive statement of the general issues involved. 

The conference considered the problem in terms of seven general topics 
upon which their report was based. The topics are: 

I. The factors included in the sex and reproductive impulses, and the elements 
that condition the use and control of these impulses in life. 

II. The legitimate aims and purposes of sex education. 

III. The principal periods in the development of the individual as these bear 
upon the problem of sex education. 

IV. The variable qualities in human nature whose modification and training must 
be undertaken in sex and other character education, where conscious control and 
guidance of instincts are necessary. 

V. The problem of grading the purposes, the matter, and the methods of sex 
education to the needs and capacities and characteristics of the individual during 
progressive steps of his personal development. 

VI. The problem of securing the best correlation of the various personal and 
social agencies in their efforts to make their appropriate contribution to the develop- 
ment of the child and youth. 

VII. The formulation of such assumptions as experience, observation, and 
reasoning seem at the present time to make most plausible [p. 5]. 

Under the fifth topic the conference has formulated a series of provisional 
detailed statements regarding the needs of sex education for the five periods 
of child life, which are designated as the early home period, the grade-school 
period, the high-school period, the college period, and the professional training 
period. For each of these periods the needs are discussed in relation to the 
agencies which operate; the personal habits to be sought; the care and normal 
physical condition of the individual; the tastes and interests; the standards 
and ideals; the attitudes and purposes; and the principles underlying the 
spirit and manner of instruction. 

The report makes an aggressive and constructive attack upon the problem. 
If the report receives the careful and critical attention of school men, it promises 
to furnish a substantial basis for the construction of a program of sex education. 



Modern methods and religious education. — A new and rapidly growing field 
of work is to be found in the reorganization of methods and materials in reli- 
gious education along lines of the modern tendencies in secular education. An 
expression of this movement is to be found in a new volume* concerned with 
the project of how to teach religion to children six, seven, and eight years of 
age. 

1 Preliminary Synthesis and Integration of the Returns of the Sex Education Con- 
ference. New York: American Social Hygiene Association, 192 1. Pp.95. 

2 Alberta Munkers, Primary Method in the Church School. New York: Abing- 
don Press, 1921. Pp. 242. 



